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with paragraphs (b), (¢c), or (d) of this
section shall be retained on board or
discharged to reception facilities.

(g) Nothing in this section prohibits
a ship on a voyage, only part of which
is in a special area, from discharging
outside the special area in accordance
with §151.10.

(h) In accordance with Regulation
38.6.1 of Annex I of MARPOL 73/78, the
discharge restriction in §151.13 for the
Red Sea area, Gulfs area, Gulf of Aden
area, the Oman area of the Arabian
Sea, and the Southern South African
waters will enter into effect when each
party to MARPOL 73/78 whose coastline
borders the special area has certified
that reception facilities are available
and the IMO has established an effec-
tive date for each special area. Notice
of the effective dates for the discharge
requirements in these special areas
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER and reflected in this section.

[CGD 75-124a, 48 FR 45709, Oct. 6, 1983; 48 FR
54977, Dec. 8, 1983, as amended by CGD 88-002,
54 FR 18404, Apr. 28, 1989; CGD 88-002A, 55 FR
18582, May 2, 1990; CGD 94-056, 60 FR 43377,
Aug. 21, 1995; USCG-2000-7641, 66 FR 55571,
Nov. 2, 2001; USCG-2008-0179, 73 FR 35013,
June 19, 2008]

§151.15 Reporting requirements.

(a) The master, person in charge,
owner, charterer, manager, or operator
of a vessel involved in any incident de-
scribed in paragraph (c) of this section
must report the particulars of the inci-
dent without delay to the fullest ex-
tent possible under the provisions of
this section.

(b) If a vessel involved in an incident
is abandoned, or if a report from that
vessel is incomplete or unattainable,
the owner, charterer, manager, oper-
ator, or their agent must assume the
obligations placed upon the master or
other person having charge of the ves-
sel under provisions of this section.

(c) The report must be made when-
ever an incident involves—

(1) A discharge of oil, hazardous sub-
stances, marine pollutants, or noxious
liquid substances (NLS) resulting from
damage to the vessel or its equipment,
or for the purpose of securing the safe-
ty of a vessel or saving a life at sea;

(2) A discharge of oil in excess of the
quantities or instantaneous rate per-

§151.15

mitted in §§151.10 or 151.13 of this chap-
ter, or NLS in bulk, in 46 CFR 153.1126
or 153.1128, during the operation of the
vessel;

(3) A discharge of marine pollutants
in packaged form; or

(4) A probable discharge resulting
from damage to the vessel or its equip-
ment. The factors you must consider to
determine whether a discharge is prob-
able include, but are not limited to—

(i) Ship location and proximity to
land or other navigational hazards;

(ii) Weather;

(iii) Tide current;

(iv) Sea state;

(v) Traffic density;

(vi) The nature of damage to the ves-
sel; and

(vii) Failure or breakdown aboard the
vessel of its machinery or equipment.
Such damage may be caused by colli-
sion, grounding, fire, explosion, struc-
tural failure, flooding or cargo shifting
or a failure or breakdown of steering
gear, propulsion, electrical generating
system or essential shipboard naviga-
tional aids.

(d) Each report must be made by
radio whenever possible, or by the fast-
est telecommunications channels
available with the highest possible pri-
ority at the time the report is made
to—

(1) The appropriate officer or agency
of the government of the country in
whose waters the incident occurs; and

(2) The nearest Captain of the Port
(COTP) or the National Response Cen-
ter (NRC), toll free number 800-424-8802
(in Washington, DC, metropolitan area,
202-267-2675), fax 202-267-1322, telex
number 892427 for incidents involving
U.S. vessels in any body of water; or in-
cidents involving foreign flag vessels in
the navigable waters of the United
States; or incidents involving foreign-
flag tank vessels within waters subject
to the jurisdiction of the United
States, including the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ).

(e) Bach report must contain—

(1) The identity of the ship;

(2) The type of harmful substance in-
volved;

(3) The time and date of the incident;

(4) The geographic position of the
vessel when the incident occurred;
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§151.17

(6) The wind and the sea condition
prevailing at the time of the incident;

(6) Relevant details respecting the
condition of the vessel;

(7) A statement or estimate of the
quantity of the harmful substance dis-
charged or likely to be discharged into
the sea; and

(8) Assistance and salvage measures.

(f) A person who is obligated under
the provisions of this section to send a
report must—

(1) Supplement the initial report, as
necessary, with information con-
cerning further developments; and

(2) Comply as fully as possible with
requests from affected countries for ad-
ditional information concerning the in-
cident.

(g) A report made under this section
satisfies the reporting requirements of
§1563.203 of this chapter and of 46 CFR
4.05-1 and 4.05-2, if required under those
provisions.

[USCG-2000-6927, 70 FR 74675, Dec. 16, 2005, as
amended by USCG-2006-25150, 71 FR 39209,
July 12, 2006; USCG-2008-0179, 73 FR 35014,
June 19, 2008]

§151.17 Surveys.

(a) Every U.S. oil tanker of 150 gross
tons and above, and every other U.S.
ship of 400 gross tons and above; that is
required to have an International Oil
Pollution Prevention (IOPP) Certifi-
cate on board and to which this part
applies, except as provided for in para-
graphs (b) and (d) of this section; is
subject to the following surveys con-
ducted by the Coast Guard—

(1) An initial survey, conducted be-
fore the ship is put in service or before
an IOPP Certificate required under
§151.19 is issued for the first time; this
survey includes a complete examina-
tion of its structure, equipment, sys-
tems, fittings, arrangements and mate-
rial in so far as the ship is covered by
this chapter.

(2) Periodic renewal surveys con-
ducted at intervals corresponding with
the renewal of the IOPP Certificates.
The purpose of the survey is to deter-
mine whether the structure, equip-
ment, systems, fittings, arrangements,
and material comply with the require-
ments of parts 155 and 157 of this chap-
ter.
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(3) Annual surveys for inspected ships
conducted as close as practicable to
twelve (12) and thirty-six (36) months
from the date of issuance of the IOPP
Certificate, and not more than two
months prior to or later than these
twelve and thirty-six month dates; this
survey is to determine that the oily-
water separating equipment and associ-
ated pumps and piping systems remain
satisfactory for the service intended,
and that no unauthorized alterations
have been made, and is to be endorsed
on the IOPP Certificate.

(4) Intermediate surveys for in-
spected ships conducted as close as
practicable to twenty-four (24) months
from the date of issuance of the IOPP
Certificates, and not more than six
months prior to or later than that
twenty-four month date; this survey is
to determine whether the equipment
and associated pump and piping sys-
tems, including oil discharge moni-
toring and control systems, and oily-
water separating equipment comply
with the requirements of parts 155 and
157 of this chapter, and are in good
working order, and is to be endorsed on
the IOPP Certificate.

(5) Intermediate surveys for
uninspected ships conducted as close as
practicable to thirty (30) months from
the date of issuance of the IOPP Cer-
tificate, and not more than six months
prior to or later than that thirty
month date; this survey is to deter-
mine whether the equipment and asso-
ciated pump and piping systems, in-
cluding oil discharge monitoring and
control systems, and oily-water sepa-
rating equipment comply with the re-
quirements of parts 155 and 157 of this
chapter, and are in good working order,
and is to be endorsed on the IOPP Cer-
tificate.

(b) Every U.S. inspected oil tanker of
150 gross tons and above, and every
other U.S. inspected ship of 400 gross
tons and above; that is not required to
have an IOPP Certificate on board is
subject to the following surveys to be
conducted by the Coast Guard—

(1) An initial survey conducted before
the ship is put into service.

(2) All other surveys are conducted
concurrently with either inspections
for certification or required reinspec-
tions.
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